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Mission  
To provide access to quality housing 

that is permanently affordable for 
current and future generations.  

 

Core Principles  
1. Perpetual Affordability : We will provide  

housing opportunities for low - and moderate - 

income households  that will permanently  

remain aff ordable for future generations.  

 
2. Community Stewardship of Land : We will steward land in order to provide affordable 

housing for the benefit o f the communities in which the land is located.  

 
3. Diversity : We will offer a range of housing styles, types, locations, sizes and prices in 

order to meet the needs of a wide array of families and individuals. We will promote 

cultural and economic diversi ty.  

 
4. Community Vibrancy : We will strengthen communities by protecting existing housing 

stock, preserving neighborhood character and providing affordable housing opportunities 

that are necessary in order to foster diverse, vibrant and sustainable communi ties. 

 
5. Support: We will continue to assist and advocate on behalf of the organizationõs 

homeowners and renters to ensure their success, help realize the full benefits of our 

program s and encourage participants to fully engage in the community.  

 
6. Sustainability : We will create quality housing that is environmentally sustainable.  

 
7. Representative Governance : We will identify key stakeholders and involve them in the 

decision making of the organization, particularly persons who own or rent housing throug h 

our program s. 

 
8. Integrity : We will maintain the highest level of integrity in all of our work, carefully 

consider the best interest of our clients, evaluate the community and social impact of our 

actions, ensure responsible risk -taking and balance fisc al and social responsibility.  

 
9. Flexibility : We will remain flexible in order to meet changing community needs.  

 
10. Advocacy & Education: We will raise awareness about the need for affordable housing 

and educate the public about the community benefits o f having a diverse range of housing 
opportunities.  1 



 

 

  

Presidentõs Report  

 

Dear Friends & Neighbors:  
 

I am happy to report that Community 

Partners for Affordable Housing 

(CPAH) had a very successful 2010 

and that we continue to grow as an 

organization that is a source of  much 

pride for our community. We 

expanded our housing inventory and 

remain well positioned for future 

acquisitions. We are also in 

discussions to partner with 

neighboring  municipalities to provide 

affordable housing. If these talks 

progress as we expect, w e will 

increase the supply of affordable 

housing on a regional level without 

detracting from our work in Highland 

Park.  Community awareness of CPAH  

and the need for affordable housing 

has dramatically increased as we add 

new donors, volunteers  and events.  

We especially thank the Mayor, the 

Highland Park City Council and the 

Housing Commission for making 

Highland Park a widely recognized 

leader on affordable housing. The 

individuals, corporations, foundations 

and volunteers who support us are 

also a vital part of our success, and we 

thank them for their generosity.   
 

Our achievements last year include:  
 

¶ Acquiring and rehabilitating  four  

additional single -family homes . 

¶ Completing  the organization's first 

two Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (L EED) - 

certified rehab ilitation  projects . 

¶ Re-certifying as a Community 

Housing Development Organization  

which enabled the organization to 

be awarded $20,891 in operating  

 

 
 

and $320,000 in development  

funds through the U.S. Department 

of Housing & Urban Development.  

¶ Launching  a new interactive 

website, Facebook page and 

quarterly e -newsletter  to keep 

donors and volunteers engaged.  

¶ Coordinating  CPAH's first 

volunteer " Service Day " and Open 

House events. 

¶ Participating  in collaborative 

meetings to address af fordable 

housing on a regional level . 

¶ Creating  an Advisory Board to 

enhance the organization's 

services and visibility in the 

community . 
 

Looking ahead, our pledge is to meet 

the challenges of providing 

affordable housing opportunit ies to a 

burgeoning clie nt need. Even with all 

our success, our mission does not 

become easier, particularly in the 

current economic climate, and we 

continue to work hard to meet the 

challenges associated with providing 

affordable housing opportunities to 

qualified purchasers and  renters in 

Highland Park and neighboring 

communities.  Thank you for helping 

us achieve these goals.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

  
 

Howard Wender  
President  
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Scattered Site Homes 
Transforming blighted, foreclosed properties  into 
affordable, environmentally sustainable  homesé 

After  

3 

 

When CPAH acquired t he foreclosed, blighted 

property  pictured above at 1733 Rosemary Road , 

no one could have predicted just how much this 

rehab would improve the neighborhood. The 

vacant home was not only overgrown and 

unsightly, but it had mold, water and animals. With 

some 40 community volunteers who helped ògutó 

the house, CPAH turned this eyesore into a 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

(LEED) certified home that is 40% more energy 

efficient and reduce d ind oor water use by 35%.  

 

During the transformation of this house, a 

neighbor walking her dog noticed t he progress. 

Her son, who works  two miles from the house  and 

earns less than 80% of the area median income, 

couldnõt afford to stay in Highland Park after he 

and his wife married and had their first child. Now 

the happy family is settled into this 3 bedroom, 

2.5 bath ranch  located blocks from family and 

minutes from work; a great example of live -near-

work housing and creating a diverse community 

where young families can return.  



 

 

 

 

òAffordable housing is awesomeé we are 

really grateful. We didnõt even have space 

to open the door in our apartment. And 

now weõre a block from my mom when we 

need a babysitter. Without this progr am, 

we wouldnõt have been able to come back 
to this community.ó 

     1733 Rosemary 
Volunteer Day  

 òBefore & After Photosó 
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Sherwood Forest  

CPAH acquired this three -bedroom, two -bath 

home in February 2010. With their second child 

on the way, the new homeowners were quickly 

outgrowing their one -bedroom apartment. A 

relative who was familiar with affordable housing 

suggested they look into the program and within 

a few months they were signing a contract for 

their first home. Now, when the parents ask their 

three year o ld daughter if she wants to go back 

to their òelevator home,ó she vigorously shakes 

her head no.  She has her own room, and she 

gets to spend lots of time with her nearby 

grandparents, who care for her and her baby 

brother.  As with all CPAH homes, th e nonprofit 

organization retained  ownership of the 

underlying land, which is leased to the 

homebuyers  through a 99 -year, renewable 

ground  lease.  When the owners want to sell 

their home, it can be sold back to CPAH or to 

another income -qualified household at a f ormula 

price designed to give the homeowner a fair 

share of appreciation while still ensuring the 

home remains affordable for the next buyer. This 

creates a permanent inventory of affordable 

housing for the community and for future 

generations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwestern Highland Park  

A Township High School District 113 employee 

and her family found a new home in this three - 

bedroom, two -bath ranch which was recently 

rehabilitated by CPAH. The rehabilitation 

included waterproofing and refinishing the 

previously f looded basement, an energy efficient 

furnace and central air, updated electric and 

plumbing, added insulation, a new roof and 

general cosmetic work. Thanks to support from 

Lake County, the Highland Park Housing 

Commission and private  donors, CPAH was able 

to preserve this home and promote  more  live -

near-work housing  which helps alleviate traffic 

congestion and the environmental impacts 

associated with long commutes . "CPAH has 

been my personal miracle!   I never thought, 

in my wildest dreams, that I could  aff ord to be 

a homebuyer,"  explains  the new homeowner. 

She also adds, òStaff are true professionals and 

have been most informative, available to answer 

any questions and extremely compassionate .ó 

The project was a win for the family, a win for the 

neighbors a nd a win for the community which 

created one more affordable housing unit 

providing a range of housing options in the 

community.  
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òThe CPAH affordable housing program is wonderful and 

provides amazing opportunities for families in Highland 

Park. I am so  proud and excited to be part of it now with 

such a lovely house in which we can raise our kids.ó 

1420 Cavell Avenue  
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Katherine Leary, CPAH Homebuyer  

new energy -efficient 
windows  

icynene spray foam insulation  

blower door test  

1420 Cavell Volunteers  
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